don), 
some 
d our 
of the 
S are 
ritish 
was 


the 
s that 
lsford 
less it 
Jnion 
; that 
idea 
Vould 
riliza- 
etend 
rs do 
their 
actice 
lation 
d the 
any 
on 
~mber 
as a 
fron- 
irable 
some 


rules 
itrals. 
tgage 
rn us 
might 
Id be 
t lose 


mber, 


ue of 
f our 
id our 
spect- 
about 
ocrats 
eased. 
rs of 
ively ; 
same 
reated 
rials, 
neone 
iberty 
some- 
their 
f our 
The 


ire as 
aS We 


Price, $2.00 Per Year 


The Federal Council 
they are ren 


in: 
as declarations of ial attitu 


INFORMATION SERVICE” 


Published Weekly, Except During July and August, by the 


DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
FEDERAL CoUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
297 FourtH AvENvE, New York, N. Y. 


Saturday, Octgber 28, 1939 


Vol. XVIII, No. 34 


of the Churches of Christ in America is a federation of twenty-two national religi bodies through i 
dering united service, Articles a furnish ep current to 
or policies of the Federal Council of Churches. 


Entered as second-class matter January 4, 1924, at the post office at New York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


The German Churches and the War 


The German Evangelical Church late in August formed 
a “Spiritual Council” consisting of Bishop Marahrens 
(Hannover), Bishop Schultz (Schwerin) and Dr. Hymmen 
(Berlin). The Council was created in the face of the 
national crisis to “aid the German Evangelical Church, in 
the power of faith and love, to serve the German people 
ina...time... of grave decisions, and in singleness of 
determination and dedication, a task set for the Church 
as part of its duty to the Gospel.” It is obviously im- 
possible to say how representative this official leadership 
may be, or how generally its recommendations are 
followed. In association with Dr. Werner, leader of the 
Chancery of the German Evangelical Church, the Council 
has issued the following “Word for Proclamation from 
the Pulpit”: 

“The decision whose uncertainty has hung over us all 
in the last weeks and days has now been taken: the 
German people is called to arms for the land of its 
fathers, for its freedom and for its honor. 

“We members of the German Evangelical Church are 
conscious of our unity in one another as we pray for our 
people and our fatherland, for the Fuhrer and the armed 
forces. It has ever been so in the history of our people; 
so will it remain so long as evangelical men and women 
are rooted in the inconquerable source of their faith. 

“Whoever lives in the certainty that God has offered 
us his forgiveness in Christ and has made us His children, 
will place his unswerving trust in the protection of the 
Heavenly Father in good days and bad; for it is in time 
of need that He calls us to Him and renews our strength 
out of the treasure of His eternal word. Whoever knows 
and uses his Bible, his Catechism and his Hymnal will 
find in them the strength for whatever may be awaiting 
us in this frightful time. He can and will receive the 
joy which comes with consecration, even to the last, for 
the life and honor of our fatherland. 

“This struggle will demand of us heavy sacrifice of 
blood and life. There is much we shall have to forego. 
Our people will have to bear great suffering of soul. In 
the face of all this may we as evangelical Christians follow 
with courage and confidence the way of obedience which 
is laid before us. God be with us as He was with our 
fathers. ‘Unto Him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the 
Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 
end.’ ” 

Accompanying the proclamation was the following 
prayer, recommended for use in church services: 


“Lord our God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, with 
our people and for our people we come before Thee. Thou 
art Lord and Father of all, in whose compassion we at ail 
times have refuge. Thou hast placed us again in an hour 
of trial. Again we are called as so often before in our 
history to take a road that will test us. In even the 
darkest hours throughout the centuries of our people’s 
existence Thou hast given us the light of hope; in times 
of distress Thou hast held it high. Even now Thou hast 
lifted us out of dishonor and misery through the deeds of 
the Fithrer whom Thou has given us. 

“We thank Thee, O true God, that in this hour we may 
know, come what may, that Thou hast a plan for the 
blessing and peace of all who submit to Thy Grace. Thou 
hast made us safe in our Saviour Jesus Christ, under 
whose cross we gather. In Him hast Thou shown us the 
example that only in the giving of life can love be proved 
and completed. Help us, that in the strength of Christ 
we may be ready in purity of heart to bring the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

“We pray Thee to receive in grace and compassion also 
our sacrifice of love and loyalty for our people, our 
giving of ourselves in service at the front and at home. 
Let us all be carried and enwrapped in Thy holy and 
merciful will, whether we perform our duty as soldiers 
or in occupation and home, in shop and field. Receive 
and increase daily our trust that in these fateful weeks we 
are serving Thee, for Thou hast created our people and 
hast filled our hearts with love for them. 

“Grant too that in all our trials we may stand side by 
side as brothers who are Thy children and the successors 
of Thy beloved Son. In the strength of Thy love ki our 
hearts be fired for all who make up our people, who are 
thrown into need and suffering, to the end that none may 
be lonely. In all our service let us be steadfast in the 
knowledge that none can be true to Thee who is not true 
to the last to his people. 

“Lord, Thou willst that the peoples should live in 
justice and freedom according to the laws which Thou hast 
ordained for all human life. Bless our struggle for honor, 
for freedom, for the space essential to the German people 
and its bread. 

“Bless our armed forces on land, sea and in the air. 
Bless all devotion and all work in the German land, bless 
and protect our Fuhrer, as Thou hast sheltered and 
blessed him in the past,and help him succeed in the winning 
of a genuine and just peace to the blessing of the peoples 
of Europe and to Thy honor. Into Thy hands we com- 
mend ourselves body and soul, with our people and our 
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realm, as we pray together: Our Father, which art in 
Heaven .. .” 

The above documents are given here in full because of 
the light they throw on the way in which nationalist 
aims can be completely fused with religious aspirations. 
The theological tradition they reflect is one of separation 
of the two spheres of Church and state, to the extent 
that the latter becomes in effect immune to the ethical 
demands implicit in the Christianity to which the Church 
bears testimony. This is perhaps the more significant 
because so unconscious, as the following passages from 
suggestions for morning devotions for the week of Sep- 
tember 10-16 which appeared in the Hannoversches Sonn- 
tagsblatt : 

Commenting on Matt. 7:1-6 (“Judge not,” etc.) the 
writer says: “The more pious we believe ourselves to be, 
the harder will be our judgment of men, whom we regard 
to be sinners. Jesus does not forbid his followers to 
recognize sin and wrong, but he does forbid hard and 
merciless judging. God alone is judge, we can with 
confidence leave the judgment in His hands. It is good that 
we may do this, for our own judging becomes so easily 
ungenuine: we in fact perceive so clearly and condemn 
so rigorously the sins of others that we regard our own 
mistakes to be small and unimportant. But it is hypocrisy 
to struggle against the bad in others when we simply pass 
over the bad in ourselves.” 

A further comment on the same chapter runs: “On the 
one side are those who desire to take the straight and 
narrow path, on the other side those who would go with 
the crowd at whatever price. But also in the small circle 
of Jesus’ followers there is once again a differentiation ; 
there are people who act as if they were the disciples of 
Jesus, but who are not in fact, as they are concerned only 
for themselves and their own honor. It is a heavy liability 
for Jesus’ followers that they have ‘wolves’ in their midst. 
But Jesus expects of his true disciples that they will 
recognize these false prophets for what they are. They 
are not to be known by their words, but clearly by their 
acts: lack of love, pride, the spirit of judgment, are not 
fruits of a follower of Jesus.” 

And how shall this comment on the first chapter of 
Isaiah be understood, emerging from a Christian commu- 
nity which is apparently quite loyal to a totalitarian 
state? 

“Isaiah is speaking to his people with terrible earnest- 
ness. They have fallen away from God amd God has 
punished them by imposing periods of suffering. But the 
people have not comprehended the significance of this 
suffering. They still are not ready to humble themselves in 
contrition before God. They still believe that God can be 
pleased simply by visible services of worship and offerings. 
The prophet is obliged to say to them in unmistakable 
terms that God is not interested in these exterior offerings. 
He requires a change of heart. What is the significance 
of offerings and sacrifices when the same people who offer 
them disregard the simplest requirements of brotherly 
love? We serve God in loving and serving our brothers. 
God requires of us obedience not of the lips but of the 
heart. And we can expect his mercy and forgiveness only 
when we truly resolve to place our total lives in His 
service.” 


Chinese Christian Students Bear Testimony 


A group of Christian students in Shanghai has issued 
a call to fellow students in China and in Japan in which 
the following paragraph occurs: 


“In the midst of this world chaos, although China and 
Japan seem to have been driven farther apart, yet we 
Christian students of these two nations, who have con- 
fessed our allegiance as devoted followers of a common, 
just and loving God, feel even more close to each other 
than before. For the pressing need of struggling together 
to bring about a better world, helps our fellowship to 
become more real. There is such a great urgency for 
both of us to be far more courageous, and more sacrificial 
in seeking our way to break down the artificial barriers 
which separate us. We all need to have more determina- 
tion and firmness in witnessing to God’s will both through 
words and deeds, Therefore, is it not now a suitable time 
for us to call for common prayer, to ask our universal God 
of justice and love, for more wisdom to see and more 
courage to act in bringing His Kingdom into this confused 
world? We the youth of our two countries are separated 
by a minority now in power, and as we Christians know, 
‘God has made of one blood all nations of men.’ There 
is conflict only between righteousness and unrighteousness 
but there can be none between those who trust and obey 
the God of righteousness and judgment.” 

Prayers are asked by these Chinese students for the 
leaders of China that they may have “the wisdom, ability 
and bravery they need to defend their people against 
invading armies and sustain resistance against the wrong 
which has been done to them.” But their intercession 
includes also “the youth of Japan who have had to par- 
ticipate and who have been sacrificed in the present 
hostilities” and “all those who have felt the pain in their 
hearts of the tragedy and wrongs committed and who 
have suffered because of deep convictions.” 


And then the petition is universalized: “Let us pray 
for all youths of different nations and races, and par- 
ticularly for the Jews and the peoples of Spain and 
Czechoslovakia.” 


A Manifesto by British Churchmen 


The Church Times (London) on September 1 pub- 
lished a statement by the “Christendom Group” (a High 
Church group)—which is of such quality as to warrant 
printing it in full. The text follows: 

“The great danger to the soul of the Christian in 
time of war is that, under the influence of propaganda 
and his own passions, he should conceive his own country 
as a community of crusaders bent upon the righteous 
extermination of a race of devils. But the Christian is 
ordered by His Master to love his enemies, and he knows 
that the greatest of the virtues is charity. And, however 
strongly he is convinced of the justice of his cause, he 
must recognize that the men and women against whom 
he is fighting are, on the average, neither more nor less 
sinful than he is himself and are equally convinced of the 
justice of theirs. In time of war self-righteousness towards 
oneself and hatred towards one’s enemies are sure to be 
encouraged by every government involved with all the 
force at its command; but, so far from being virtues, 
they are, from the Christian standpoint, two of the worst 
of vices, and if the clergy were to preach them to be 
practiced by their people it would be a scandal bordering 
on apostasy. For we are bidden to love them that hate 
us and bless them that curse us. 


“Side by side with the preaching of love should come 
the preaching of penitence, for the one sure fact about 
modern war is that it arises not just from the greed or 
pride of one nation or leader, but from the whole sinful 
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situation in which we are all involved; its periodical 
recurrence is the inevitable outcome of a mode of life, 
both personal and communal, which is essentially sub- 
Christian and in which the sins of every one of us have 
a part. Whether or not we are convinced that our country 
is in the right, there can be no doubt that each one of us 
is in the wrong, and a great part of the Church’s action 
in the next war should consist in a movement of corporate 
penitence for the part which each one of us has played 
in producing a situation in which not only men are con- 
scientiously compelled to slaughter their fellow men, but 
Christians are conscientiously compelled to slaughter 
their fellow-communicants. For one of the things that 
war does is to bring out into the open the real ghastliness 
of the sin in which we all have our share. 


“Every country going into a war hopes to win it, and, 
if it does win, it has the magnificent opportunity to 
exercise the Christian virtue of forgiveness. The making 
of peace treaties is never an easy matter, and it is hardly 
the function of the Church and the preacher to attempt to 
dictate their details. They can, however, insist on the 
right motives, and in another war it should surely be 
the Church’s duty to protest against such sheer vindictive- 
ness as was manifested in the slogans ‘Make Germany 
pay,’ and ‘Hang the Kaiser,’ with which even Christian 
pulpits resounded at the end of the last war and which have 
largely contributed to our present distress. The Christian 
prays daily for forgiveness of his trespasses; in time of 
war there will be ample opportunities both for preaching 
and for practicing the conditions upon which he asks for 
that forgiveness.” 


Protestant Work in Spain 


The following is taken from a recent issue of Blatter aus 
Spanien, published in Madrid: 

“For the time being there is little concerning the 
present situation and the future development of the 
Protestant work in Spain which can be said with cer- 
tainty. The entire region which has been won more 
recently by the Nationalists is still living in a period 
of complete transition, whereas the part of Spain which 
has been longer under Nationalist control is still under 
martial law. This transition from war to peace involves 
so many comprehensive tasks and deep-lying problems 
arising from the transfer of authority and of institutions 
of public life from the previously democratic-Marxist 
Spain to the new National state, that the duration of this 
period can not be foreseen. 

“Madrid is naturally still under military control, which 
ineludes the forbidding of all public meetings except those 
which are expressly authorized by the military authorities. 
Thus immediately after the entrance of the Nationalist 
troops we were faced with the question as to whether we 
would be able to secure permission to continue Protestant 
services of worship. During the war we had not had 
to interrupt them once. But exactly this fact, so gratifying 
in itself, that the Popular Front government had left us 
in peace and had even mentioned us more than once in 
public for propaganda purposes as a proof of its tolerance. 
could appear in the eyes of the new authorities as a 
ground of political suspicion. Two days after the entry 
of the troops the secretary of the Protestant Alliance, 
Pastor Hans Fliedner, took steps to get into touch with 
the proper military authorities. After days of running 
about from place to place, he finally succeeded on the 
Saturday evening before Palm Sunday in securing oral 
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permission to continue the services in all the seven 
churches of Madrid. The written confirmation of this 
permission followed on the Monday. 


“Our schools, on the other hand, met with a different 
fate. By a decree of April 17 all the public schools of 
Madrid were provisionally closed. Their reopening will 
depend upon the speed and thoroughness with which the 
state completes its ‘cleaning up’ and reorganization of all 
public life. 

“The schools as well as their teachers, curricula and 
mental viewpoints must be made to harmonize as com- 
pletely as possible with the new Spain, a task which will 
require time. As to the Protestant schools, it must be 
borne in mind that National Spain is returning con- 
sciously and energetically to the old tradition, according 
to which everything Spanish should be inseparably identi- 
fied with Catholicism. In the state schools of the national 
territory which is already organized, Catholic religious 
instruction has been reintroduced, and the teachers are 
obliged to prepare themselves under all circumstances for 
this work. But it is still too early to see finally what 
the fate of our school work is going to be... . 


“.. . In any case the work in most places will have to 
be started again from the very beginning. To this end 
it will be necessary to penetrate from the safe center 
gradually deeper and more frequently into the threatened 
periphery, in order to do all possible to assure that the 
theoretically recognized religious freedom is not allowed 
to become a mere toleration. There are evidences that 
strong forces are working in National Spain for the rein- 
troduction of the idea of the Catholic Empire according 
to the example of the 16th century. One people, one 
state, one leader, one faith, one Church! one hears it thus 
- and again, proclaimed as the basic truth of the new 

pain.” 


Church Confronts State in Korea 


The International Christian Press and Information 
Service (Geneva) to which we are indebted for the 
documents from foreign countries reproduced in this issue, 
furnishes the following account of a startling situation 
in Korea: 


“A peculiar dilemma presented itself to Christians in 
Korea on the occasion of the annual gathering of the 
Presbyterians recently held. The Japanese police ordered 
each member of the meeting not to oppose the joint visit 
to the Shinto shrines and threatened to prevent any who 
opposed it from taking part in the meetings. Even foreign 
missionaries were ordered to sign a request to their ad- 
herents instructing them to visit the shrines; this they 
refused to do and when at the meeting itself they wished 
to speak about the matter they were prevented from doing 
so by the police who sat round the director’s table. When 
finally the subject came up only a few delegates gave their 
consent, whilst others openly protested ; several mission- 
aries decided to withdraw from the session and to raise 
the matter with the authorities in Tokyo. 

“So it happened that many Korean Christians found 
themselves in a difficult dilemma whether they got put in 
prison or whether they were otherwise tormented. They 
made it clear that they were ready to give proof of their 
loyalty to the Japanese Emperor and to obey all official 
laws of the government, but that at this point they must 
prefer persecution and death to faithlessness to God, as 
they could not look upon worship at the shrines as a 
harmless and purely patriotic act.” 
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Youth Commission’s “Program of Action” 


Floyd W. Reeves, director of the American Youth 
Commission (of the American Council on Education) 
released last Sunday “A Program of Action for American 
Youth.” Among the members of the Commission are 
Owen D. Young, chairman of the board of the General 
Electric Company ; Clarence A. Dykstra, president of the 
University of Wisconsin; Willard E. Givens, executive 
secretary of the National Education Association; Henry 
I. Harriman, former president of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce; Chester H. Rowell, editor of the 
San Francisco Chronicle; and John W. Studebaker, 
United States Commissioner of Education. 

The statement concedes at the outset that “the spirit 
of American democracy” inevitably places American sym- 
pathy on the side of “the struggling democracies of 
Europe.” It continues, however: 

“Despite this sympathy, it is the conviction of the 
American Youth Commission that the United States 
should not become involved in the present war unless 
its territories are invaded or the vital interests of the 
nation are attacked. However severe may be the effects 
of the crisis on our economic and social life while we are at 
peace, they will become disastrous if we are forced to enter 
a world war. 

“No part of the population is affected more vitally or 
occupies a more essential position in time of war or world 
crisis than youth. If we enter the struggle, youth will 
bear the brunt of the sacrifice. Theirs will be the particu- 
lar loss and the greatest tragedy. 

“By remaining at peace, all of the countries of this 
hemisphere can be Of inestimable value to the other 
nations of the world when the present struggle is over. 
With their youth vigorous and unimpaired, they may 
become for a time the only repository of sound government 
throughout the world. As such, they can play a great part 
in solving the world problems that will follow the ending 
of the war.” 

A very impressive part of the statement concerns 
“fundamental principles” : 

“The assumption upon which the democratic ideal is 
founded is that human personality is sacred and there- 
fore endowed with prerogatives that are inviolable. De- 
mocracy is a form of social organization that accepts the 
dignity of the individual as an act of faith. 

“Tf democracy is true to itself, it exercises constant 
vigilance lest any force develop that would invade or 
even threaten to invade the fundamental rights that belong 
to every man, woman, and child because they are human 
beings. At the same time it labors to create the conditions 
that are necessary if individuals are to have resources for 
achieving their full human stature. 

“Democracy’s ultimate safeguard is the enlightened 
conscience of the citizen. Being a government ‘of the 
people, by the people, and for the people,’ it must depend 
for perpetuation upon the moral integrity of the people. 
If they lack the intelligence necessary to make decisions 
in line with right reason or the morality required to conduct 
their lives in accordance with such decisions, sooner or 
later the necessities of public order will demand resort to 
force and coercion—and democracy will cease to exist. 

“Through the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 our gov- 
ernment made provisions for schools and means of educa- 
tion because it was convinced that ‘religion, morality, and 
knowledge are necessary for good government and the 


happiness of mankind.’ The Ordinance envisaged a 
commonwealth in which people are happy because they 
are governed well. To be well governed in a democratic 
way, they must be intellectually enlightened. But this 
enlightenment may prove more a bane than a boon if 
it is not translated into moral action. For moral action 
there is only one rational basis, namely, the conviction 
of our accountability to the Power that gave us being. 
The Brotherhood of Man is an idle dream unless there is 
a recognition of the Fatherhood of God. 

“It is significant that every attack by contemporary 
tyrannical governments on human rights has begun with 
an assault on religion. Those who see human beings as 
nothing more than creatures of the state and pawns in a 
cynical game for power, begin their attempt to dehumanize 
men and women by destroying all contact with the 
Divine. Yet it is everlastingly true that man does not 
live by bread alone. Bread is only a means to an end, 
the end being the progressive improvement of that which 
in men and women is truly human: their competence in 
the realm of the ultimate values of life.” 

Such considerations lead to a demand for “action”: 

“The survival of the nation therefore demands that 
conditions be established under which the young may have 
confidence in our institutions and our form of govern- 
ment. This means in particular that our deficiencies in 
the fields of employment, education, and health must 
speedily be corrected. The health and general physical 
well-being of young people must be safeguarded and 
improved in every possible way. Opportunities for ade- 
quate education must be made available for all. Useful 
employment must be provided to deliver youth from the 
bondage of unemployment. 

“The fact that much has been left undone in the past 
and that past neglect cannot be overcome in a year or ten 
years is no cause for discouragement now. Morale is 
built not only by accomplishment, byt also by hope. .. . 

“In the face of the present world crisis, the Commis- 
sion therefore urges that the government, the schools, and 
all organizations concerned with the welfare of youth, 
expand their programs and redouble their efforts. The 
immediate objectives should be improvement of the health, 
education, and employment opportunities of young people, 
to the end that they may have a sense of quickening life 
and power in this nation. Yet in all of this and through 
all of this, youth must become increasingly aware of 
higher spiritual values and led to approach that under- 
standing of human nature and of human destiny which 
gives democracy its reason for existence. Only if they 
have that understanding and our democracy is still a living 
force may we expect young people confidently to devote 
to it their best energies throughout their lives.” 


Folk School in Eastern Canada 


The Missionary Monthly, published by the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the United Church of Canada, To- 
ronto, tells in its October, 1939, issue, of the founding of 
a folk school in Ontario. The article notes the responsi- 
bility Bishop Grundtvig had for the starting of the folk 
high school movement in Denmark. Bishop Grundtvig 
conceived of these schools as providing “healing for our 
people.” The Ontario school is sponsored by the United 
Farmers of Ontario and is located at Parkhead, Bruce 
County, in a large farmhouse. The curriculum includes 
economics, poetry, music, painting. 
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